
April 20, 2020 Update from Mr. Foti 
 
I hope everyone is continuing to be safe and healthy.  We are all working to persevere through 
challenges we never thought we would be facing!  I know that our closure of school creates 
unique challenges for families as you balance home responsibilities, work responsibilities, and 
now more involved responsibilities related to supporting your children’s schooling. 
 
Please know that we understand the challenges you are facing. Our focus has been to create a 
balance between providing school work that will continue to educate and challenge our 
students, and assuring that the work that we provide does not create an undue burden on 
parents and families.  
 
As you continue to support your children in their school work, we encourage you to check in on 
their class assignments to assure that they are staying caught up.  
We will, however, be allowing students time to complete assignments beyond assigned due 
dates. Due dates should be a target that you and your child can use to gauge their work 
completion. 
 
I know each child requires a different level of support to complete school work, and you will 
know what is enough support for your child.  We will check in through emails, and let you know 
if we are seeing your child fall behind on assignments.  
You can access grade level assignments through the following link: 
 
https://sites.google.com/hoosicvalley.k12.ny.us/hoosicvalleycdit/home 
 
It is important as well for you as a parent to know that we understand that you will have to be 
flexible according to your individual circumstances, so if you and your child are working to 
complete assignments and are experiencing difficulty, please keep an open line of 
communication with your child's teacher, who can help problem solve and advise on how to 
proceed. 
 
We have been talking internally, and consulting with local school districts and BOCES regarding 
grading and we sent out a note last week regarding our grading of fourth quarter work done 
remotely.  We have since added a refinement that we want to let you know about.  
 
Based on feedback, we felt it was important to add a distinction for assignments that are "Not 
]Yet Learned" in order to keep teachers, parents, and students on the same page about the 
status of an assignment.  Please note that the numbers assigned to EL and NYL are in no way 
meant to represent a numerical average. 
 
Remote learning assignments for the fourth quarter will be graded as follows: 
 

https://sites.google.com/hoosicvalley.k12.ny.us/hoosicvalleycdit/home


Evidence of Learning(2): Student has demonstrated learning based off of the curriculum that 
was taught and assigned 
or 
Not Yet Learned(1): Student has turned in an assignment but needs to resubmit work in order 
to demonstrate Evidence of Learning based off feedback from their teacher 
Or 
Not Yet Learned(0): Student has not yet turned in the assignment but still has the opportunity 
to do so 
 
We will continue to distribute Chromebooks to students that need them to access our remote 
learning platform. They will be available at the High School main entrance vestibule between 
8:00 am and Noon daily. 
 
In addition to our Google Meetings, we have been looking for other creative ways to keep our 
connection with our students and families.  We’ll keep you informed as we look for new ways to 
connect, and please visit explore our website for all that we have there, but the most recent idea 
that we’re running with is that we have created a Google Classroom called Hoosic Valley Read 
Alouds, where many of our teachers are posting videos of them reading favorite books.  Your 
child’s teacher will be inviting you to this ‘classroom’ so you and your children can access the 
stories whenever you would like.  Keep an eye out! 
 
A quick recognition… Our foray into Google Meetings is going so well in large part, due to the 
hard work of  many people, starting with our Tech department, who worked very long hours 
behind the scenes at the start of our closure to develop the framework for remote learning that 
now supports our teacher’s efforts at getting school work to your children while at home. 
 
Under the direction of Dr.Lisa Cala-Ruud, our tech staff have done an incredible job in high 
pressure circumstances, and they continue to support us all as we learn the new platform, and 
work through our own individual tech issues and struggles.  
I want to recognize the work of Dr, Cala-Ruud, but also to Kathleen Merrill, John Harris, Kathy 
Yavaniski and Jeff Hoag.  Thank you for all of your hard work! 
 
 
I continue to hope for a day very soon, when we can all safely be together back at school.  Until 
then, I will be thinking of you and hoping for the best for everyone. 
 
Mark Foti 
Elementary School Principal  


